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Launched in 2019, the Assyrian Studies Association (ASA) promotes the academic study
of the Assyrian heritage through supporting research, teaching, and intellectual
collaboration among scholars in fields that include history, archaeology, cultural
heritage, religion, language, literary studies, social sciences, arts and architecture, law
among others. Thus, bridging fields that have traditionally dabbled with Assyrian
subjects from the ancient to the modern world. ASA aims to highlight work on
Assyrians in these fields and beyond, bringing them into concert with each other in
order to illustrate a vibrant, robust, and authentic experience of Assyro-Mesopotamian
heritage. ASA builds connections between academic institutions and scholars to
strengthen the academic study of this venerable culture throughout North America and
the world.

Our Mission 
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Shlama Friends,

There is nothing worse than watching our Assyrian
culture disappear. One year ago, the Assyrian Studies
Association made its debut as a nonprofit organization
committed to preserving and protecting Assyrian
culture and heritage for future generations to come.

The Association has grown exponentially since its inception, creating a program in
2020 called Preserving Assyria, where we work to collect, digitize, preserve, and archive
historical documents, photographs for the Assyrian community; provide grants to
students and scholars; and support ethnographic films that historically record,
document, and positively preserve Assyrian American communities' history across the
United States. We also provide educational webinars that bring together leading
academics, artists, and authors to discuss important topics, offer education and
enrichment, especially during the global pandemic. Finally, we give back to our
community by providing grants - the Academic Publication Grant and the Children's /
Popular Book Grant.

Guided by our values and unwavering commitment to our mission, we thank our
supporters for their charitable giving to continue the Preserving Assyria program.

With Gratitude,

Helen Malko, Board of Director
Assyrian Studies Association

From our Board of Director
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Through our mission, the Assyrian Studies Association is uniquely positioned to document,
preserve, and encourage the academic study of Assyrian cultural heritage. We do this by
supporting research, teaching, and intellectual collaboration among scholars in academia.



From Our Executive Director
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 Friends,

It is no surprise 2020 was a year to remember. With a
global pandemic ranging on, the Assyrian Studies
Association witnessed growth and achievements in our
Preserving Assyria program's reach.

Under our Preserving Assyria program, we operate our Giving Back Initiative, wherein
2020, we offered our first Academic Publication Grant to an Assyrian graduate
student, Sanherib Ninos, for $2,000 to fund the continuation of his Ph.D. dissertation
research. His research on the Assyrian crisis of identity and discourse of nationalism
among the Syriac-Orthodox Church members in Germany helps preserve the Assyrian
culture and heritage.

Another facet of the Preserving Assyria program is our Oral History Initiative. We
funded an ethnographic film project, Assyrians in Motion 1937 Film, by Dr. Ruth
Kambar (ASA's Board of Director) and Annie Elias. Their film was the first project the
Assyrian Studies Association-funded under our Oral History Initiative that documents
Assyrian refugees living in the diaspora.

Throughout the year, we hosted 5 webinars that focused on providing opportunities
for participants to engage with leading scholars in our community by joining in on the
conversation. We also hosted 2 book talks from Assyrian authors to discuss their latest
research and create a space for people to learn about the Assyrian language and
history.



From Our Executive Director

Nonetheless, 2020 was a year where our financial support grew. We had a total of 47
individual donors that contributed a total of $1,070.00. We also generated revenue
from our online store that generated a total of $4,952.50. This revenue allowed us to
fund our programs and give back to our community. The money raised allowed us to
award three individuals for our Children/Popular Book Grant.

The success of 2019 speaks volumes about Assyrian Studies Association's commitment
to our mission. I would be remiss if I did not highlight the Board of Directors for their
hard work and dedication to fulfill the mission and values of the Assyrian Studies
Association.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and myself, I thank you our supporters and donors
for your generosity, which have advanced our mission and positively impacted the lives
of those who we supported through our Preserving Assyria program.

Sincerely,

Alexandra J. Lazar, Executive Director
Assyrian Studies Association
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P H O T O G R A P H S  P R E S E R V E D

400+

to honor our ancestors and allow future
generations to cherish

D O C U M E N T S  P R E S E R V E D

862+

To allow academics, scholars, and
individuals to be able to read and use
for research

Preserving Assyria Program

Ever aware of the growing need to have a program dedicated to protecting the
Assyrian identity, the Assyrian Studies Association created the Preserving
Assyria program. Through this program, we're actively working to promote
and preserve the Assyrian identity through our three initiatives: Heritage
Archive, Oral History, and Giving Back.

Heritage Archive Initiative
We operate our Heritage Archive Initiative through which we professionally
preserve, revitalize, and restore rare Assyrian books, photographs, and other

historical documents through our cloud storage.
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 A W A R D E D  T O  F U N D

E N T H O G R A P H I C  F I L M  

$1,586.00

to positively preserve Assyrian American
communities's history across the U.S. 

Oral History Initiative
We operate our Oral History Initiative through which we support virtual
projects that introduce a dialouge to the backdrop of archival materials.
Within this initiative, we are supporting films that historically record,

document, and positively preserve Assyrian American communities' history
across the U.S.
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G R A N T S  A W A R D E D

4

to scholars and graduate students to help
fund thier research and/or book projects

Giving Back Initiative
We operate our Giving Back Initiative through which weaward grants to

scholars and graduate students to conduct original research about the
Assyrian heritage and culture. 
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V I R T U A L  E V E N T S  

7

jHeld in 2020 that brought leading scholars
and authors  

Virtual Events
The Assyrian Studies Association's webinars and book talks focus on

promoting the Assyrian heritage and culture by actively engaging with
scholars in our communities from acorss the globe.

A T T E N D E E S  

375+



Board of Directors
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Helen Malko Sargon Donabed Dr. Anobel
Odisho 

Ruth Kambar Önver Cetrez
 

Mark Tomass



Board of Advisors
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Hannibal Travis Dr. Nahrain E.
Kambar

Valentine
Moghadam

Dr. Aryo Makko Firas Jatou Robert
Karoukian



Our Financials
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We are supported by 47 donors in 2020. We cherish the trust of each one
and above all, we are committed to fiscal responsibility, transparency,
and efficiency in all we do. 

For 2020, we are proud to report that the Assyrian Studies Association
raised $49,171.76 and was applied directly to support our mission. 

Individual Donor Raised
$4,171.76

Preserving Assyria Expenses
$8,491.00

Private Foundation Grant Raised
$45,000.00

Administrative Expenses
$21,166.00

Total Raised in 2020
$49,171.76



Thank you for supporting the

Assyrian Studies Association

To make a donation or for more information:
 

Assyrian Studies Association
P.O. Bocages 632

Woodland Hills, CA 91365
 

Email: info@assyrianstudiesassociation.org
 

Website: www.AssyrianStudiesAssociation.org
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